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Introduction

“Talk of the ocean as a new economic frontier of a new phase of
industrialisation of the seas will become widespread in 2016.” (The
Economist, 2015 in Barbesgaard, 2018)

I Seas and the oceans: a new exciting element in the illusion of
economic growth

I ‘Blue Growth’ / ‘Blue Economy’:
new expectations regarding how the ocean should be used

a will for further exploration of new markets and the
exploitation of the oceans, seas, and coasts

a perspective of the sea as a new commodity frontier for
further capital accumulation and political power of both
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Blue Growth / Blue Economy

AS|a and the Pacmcs BIue Growth Initiative
(2014): “endorsement of regional initiative on
sustainable intensification of aquaculture for |
blue growth — improving fish supply for food and
nutrition, increasing livelihood opportunities and
contributing to blue growth of economy through
more efficient and sustainable use of aquaculture
resources”.

European Commlssmn ‘the Iong term strategy 4\:
. to support sustainable growth in the marine and f\‘“
maritime sectors as a whole” and the “seas and =
oceans as drivers for the European economy
with great potential for innovation and

" growth”

FACIFIC

g v ... African Union's 'Agenda 2063°: Blue
By 2025, Australlas marine industries will sourn, Economy strongly on the agenda -
contribute around $100 billion each year to our included as a key policy framework for
economy, with our oceans and coasts providing _ the  continent's  future  socio-economic
| a further $25 bilion worth of ecosystem development. 5 £ .
services, such as carbon dioxide absorption, UN Economic Commission for Africa
nutrient cycling and coastal protection. (2016):  ‘policy handbook’  describing
This marine economy is projected to grow maritime development as 'the new frontier
. three times faster than Australia’s gross ' °fAf"°a" Renalssnce (ECA2016)
domestic product over the next decade, more LTI
than doubling its 2012 contribution of $47.2
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Covering 70% of the
earth's surface, the ocean
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GRAND CHALLENGES

Principles for a Sustainable

BLUE ECONOMY

OCEANS

OCEAN ENERGY
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The ocean can produce thermal
energy from the sun's heat, and
mechanical energy from the
tides and waves. [t s estimated
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Mangroves, seagrass and coral reefs are natural
barriers.... saving money and reducing impacts of
storm surge, erosion and flooding.

Mangroves, seagrass and salt marshes remove €0,
from the atmosphere 10 times more than a tropical
rainforest — and store 3 to 5 times more carbon,

The ocean produces over
half of the world's oxygen

OFFSHORE

WIND POWER
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transports heat fromthe  and store 50 times more

thus decreasing the impacts of dimate change.

equator to the poles, carbon dioxide than our
regulating our dimateand  atmosphere. )
e Estimated blue carbon value in the EAS Region:

« Coral reefs reduce &

f wave energy.

+ Mangroves reduce /0 of wave height.

that 0.1% of the energy in ocean
waves could be capable of
supplying the entire world's energy
requirements five times over.

Higher wind speeds are
available offshore compared
to on land.

The East Asian Seas (EAS) region
is home to 35% of the world's
mangroves, 33% of seagrass
beds, and 33% of the world's
coral reefs, supporting diverse
species of flora and fauna, and

“ X an array of ecosystem services.

OIL AND GAS

$34B B

There are around 1400 offshore oil
and gas platforms in the EAS
region. .. with production of 2
million barrels of oil per day.
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for mangroves

for seagrass

15% of animal protein comes from fish.
(Countries of the EAS region account for:

63% of total global fisheries

40% of worlds capture fisheries = $3 5 B
80% of world's aquaculture = $1 00 B

Miracle Grand Convention Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

TRADE AND
TRANSPORTATION

The East Asian Seas serve as conduit
0f90% of world trade through
shipping.

INCOME AND JOBS

e

The ocean economy contributes

3% - 28% of the GDP

of five countries in the EAS region.

=

TOURISM AND RECREATION

>$200B =

in tourism revenues. The EAS region account for
26% of worldwide tourist arrivals.

Swimming, boating, snorkelling, diving, dolphin
and whale watching. . . the ocean provides us with
50 many unique amenities and activities.

MEDICINE

C RS

Many medicinal products come from
the ocean, including ingredients that
help fight infection, cancer, arthritis,
heart disease, and Alzheimer's disease.
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Why Blue Degrowth?

| What are the material and political dynamics behind the Blue
Growth agenda and why?

' How do different actors push for or resist Blue Growth
initiatives?

' How can we use degrowth ideas and the global movement for
environmental justice to engage with the politics of the sea?



Theorizing Blue Degrowth

Spatial

* Geographical span
(Europe, Indian & Pacific
Ocean, Africa, Arctic,
etc.)

* Sovereign status
(EEZ, territorial sea,
coastal zone)

Thematic (sectorial)

* Marine Biotechnology

* Coastal and Marine
Tourism

* Seabed Mining

* Agquaculture

* Ocean Energy

* Marine Conservation

* Fisheries

* Marine Transportation

Reactions / Resistance

Conflicts
Cooperatives
Social movements




Theorizing Blue Degrowth

rr Political

Economics / Critic:
) Political Critical Ecology/
Social £ Geopolitics Critical
] conomy ritica
Metabolism Geography

Technological
Fixes /
Ecomodernism

Spatial Fixes Spatial Theory Colonial
Relations

Socio-
environmental
conflicts

Ocean
grabbing

Environmental Food

Justice sovereignty




Links with Environmental

Justice

I Socio-environmental conflicts and the global
movement of small-scale fisher folks:

Impacts of the ‘rush to the sea’

91 fisheries and aquaculture conflicts documented in the
EJ Atlas (https://ejatlas.org)

Small-scale fisher movements: WFFP and WFF

Cases of ocean grabbing: industrial fisheries, aquaculture,
energy projects, coastal construction, deep sea mining

! Environmental and Fisheries Justice



Environmental Justice Atlas
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Limits to Blue Growth

Joint NGO Position Paper

October 2012
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Thanks for listening!

Irmak Ertor (irmakertor@gmail.com)
ENVJUSTICE, ICTA, UAB
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