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Affiliations





Summary

 Investigate roots of growth paradigm

 Problematize degrowth narrative



Why do people do 
what they do 
when they do it?



Cultural Worldviews



Terror Management Theory (TMT)

 Mortality & worldview defense

 Human-nature relations

 Economic behavior

 Progress



Providentialism, Progress & Growth



‘Growth has become the indication,
the all important sign, that we are doing the 

right things - or, more accurately, that we are 
cooperating in encouraging the right things to 

happen.’

T. Vargish, 1980: 183



‘The type of growth associated with the expansion 
in population and economic productivity has 

somehow come to be synonymous with growth in 
personhood and growth in the body social. This 

produces the equation in people’s minds: 
limits to growth equals death.’

E. BOULDING, 1977: 297



Degrowth’s Fatal Error

 Assumed rationalism

 Degrowth an existential threat

 Sustainability an existential dilemma



‘To perceive history as inevitable is to make sustainability 
impossible. The opposite is true as well. To the degree that we 

can liberate ourselves from the historical perspective that 
holds us captive and fall again into the cyclical patterns that 

characterize the natural world – including natural human 
communities – we’ll find 

that the notions of forward and backward will likewise lose 
their primacy.’

D. Jensen, 2006: 41



A Feminist Project of Belonging in the 
Anthropocene

 Gibson & Graham, 2011

 Human intentionality

 Ethical practices of cooperativism and environmental care

“A new kind of belonging has the potential to arise from a process of investing 
in the wellbeing of inhabitants and environments, 

replacing the sense of abandonment to environmental 
and social degradation” (p.8)



‘True wealth and power are found in collectives of people 
working together to radiate out justice and equality. 

Achieving a lasting justice means, paradoxically, 
accepting that none of us will last forever. Even the sun’s 

days are numbered. Impermanence is woven into the 
fabric of earthly life. To affirm death is to love life in all of 

its richness.’

J. ROWE, 2016



THANK YOU!
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